In the past, we have told some foster parents that if one of your foster kittens ends up being PanLeuk positive (+), you must take a break from fostering kittens for 1 year, starting on the date the kitten initially tested positive for PanLeuk. Same goes for foster parents who foster a puppy that tests positive for Parvo.

Unfortunately, in 2021 (and previous years) we have seen instances of foster parents with a history of PanLeuk in the household fostering new kittens that end up testing positive for PanLeuk as well – even after taking a break from fostering for a year. While it’s certainly possible those kittens were exposed to PanLeuk prior to entering the foster home, we would like to take every precaution moving forward. 

Here is our new PanLeuk / Parvo Policy:
If you have fostered PanLeuk (+) kittens or Parvo (+) puppies in the past, you may still foster shelter animals for the Idaho Humane Society but from a restricted list.

Foster Parents who have fostered PanLeuk(+) kittens may foster:
1) Cats who are at least 1-year-old and fully vaccinated
2) Kittens who are currently PanLeuk (+)
3) Kittens who were PanLeuk (+) but have since tested negative, twice.

Foster Parents who have fostered Parvo (+) puppies may foster:
1) Dogs who are at least 1-year-old and fully vaccinated
2) Puppies who are currently Parvo (+)
3) Puppies who were PanLeuk (+) but have since tested negative, twice.

We will revisit this policy if we have more kittens / puppies who need foster homes than we do foster parents without a history of PanLeuk or Parvo in the house. 
And on a case-by-case basis, an exception to this policy can be made if your kittens were confined to a bathroom/tile-only area AND one of our foster coordinators gave you Rescue cleaning solution to sanitize the area. 










A General Reminder for Foster Parents:
(Kitten Foster Parents, in particular)
It’s always a good idea to keep your foster kittens in a sanitize-able space for at least the first two weeks you are fostering them. This way, if the kitten breaks with PanLeuk (or Ringworm) the area can be easily cleaned and disinfected. A sanitizeable space would be somewhere like a kennel, a bathroom, or tiled laundry room – anywhere that can be cleaned with Bleach or Rescue (what we use at the shelter).  It is MUCH harder to disinfect a non-tiled floor (like carpet) and Parvo/PanLeuk can live on a surface for months, if not years.

To sanitize with Bleach, use 5% Household Bleach diluted at a 1:32 ratio or ½ cup per gallon. And, if requested, you can bring in a plastic squirt bottle for us to fill with Rescue. 

We highly recommend this two-week period because the incubation period for PanLeuk is generally less than 14 days. And while most kittens who test positive for PanLeuk will display symptoms, the kitten can shed the virus days before symptoms even appear. You would hate to have the shelter kitten wandering around the house for two weeks only to find out that they had PanLeuk the whole time!
